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              Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart 

Thank you to the FaithLIFT group for their afternoon tea, held on 
Saturday 21st September 2019. Our guest speaker was Jenny 
Heathcote who spoke about mental health and wellbeing, taking us 
from surviving, to thriving. She spoke about the PERMA model of 
bringing well-being and happiness to our lives as well as her 

experiences putting these in practice in her job as an associate principal. 

P– Positive Emotion– enjoy yourself in the here and now. Make sure you feel ‘happy’ emotions too. 

E– Engagement– become engaged in our tasks, situations and projects. Be present in the moment! 

R– Positive Relationships– create meaningful relationships with our friends, family, co-workers, neighbours. 

M– Meaning– having a cause bigger than ourselves, such as faith in God, helps bring a sense of well-being. 

A- Accomplishment/Achievement– celebrate our successes and strive to achieve our goals. 

Jenny also spoke about having gratitude in our lives. If we can find three things to be grateful for every 
day, no matter how small, we will learn to live lives which are happy and fulfilling. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
make the afternoon so wonderful. A gold 
coin donation was collected to be given to 
Days for Girls, more information can be 
found on page 11 about this wonderful 
organisation. 

Dear Lord 

So far today, I am doing alright. 

I have not gossiped, lost my temper, been greedy, 

grumpy, nasty, selfish or self indulgent.  

I have not whined or complained, cursed or eaten any 

chocolate. I have charged nothing on my credit card 

 

But I will be getting out of bed in a minute, 

 and I think I will really need your help. 

 

Author Unknown 

Submitted by Derek Barnes 
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Vicar’s Message 
Melbourne is infamously known as the city where the weather gives you 

four seasons in one day. Most of us know that’s a little unfair but we also 

know that we enjoy having the diversity of weather that comes with the 

seasons. Which one is your favourite? And why? 

One thing’s for certain, while the seasons spin around on an endless loop, 

we who live through them are passing by on a finite time line.  

And now it’s Spring. A time for warming sun; blossom, bulbs and flowers; birds nest building and 

ever welcome longer days. It’s the season of new life, fresh beginnings and promise. I firmly 

believe we at St Mark’s are about to enter another Spring time. There are signs of new and fresh 

expressions of what it means to be a local church in Manningham in the 2020’s starting to swell 

and we can hope, blossom and grow into good fruit. And I do see this as ‘another’ Spring. 

I often re-read Val Hill’s updated History of St Mark’s, “Still Ringing 

the Bell”. There I see several cycles of church life.  There have been 

three different buildings used for Church of England Anglican worship. 

Each of the two new ones were seen as a necessity to improve and 

enhance church life, mission and ministry, the changes grasped by the 

congregations of their day. 

Here at St Mark’s we have undergone two building projects in my time and a third, the new 

entrance, is now not far away. But I also see a spring time change in the demographics of 

Templestowe as the suburb renews from the boom times from when I was a child down the road 

and orchards and horse paddocks were being turned into our hilly suburb. 

We are once again invited on a spring time journey.  New plants have 

arrived and hope to grow.  There’s room for lots of old favourites and 

there’s room for some new variations on twenty-first century Anglican 

worship in multi-cultural, multi season Melbourne. 

How green is your thumb to make it all bloom? 

See you in church. 

Michael. 

Special Event 

After church services on Sunday 14th July the congregation was 

delighted to be catered for by Michael, Susie and Jono to celebrate 

Michael’s recent 64th birthday. The hamburgers were delicious and 

the birthday cake as well. The photos show Michael’s enjoyment.  
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Born in Northern Ireland 1931, the youngest of 8 children, Margaret led a very happy and free childhood. Her 

father having returned from the war took a job as a policeman and her mother was a great mother who looked 

after the veggie garden, did the cooking, and took the children to and from school. Their house was on half an 

acre so the children played there on swings, skipping, climbing and falling out of trees and playing cops and 

robbers often with neighbourhood children. In winter they lit fires and roasted potatoes enjoying them with salt 

even when black on the outside! She was very fond of her dolls and pram, and playing “wee houses” with her 

friends. When her dog Jip had puppies she would wheel them around in her doll’s pram.  

Margaret and her sister had household chores to do such as cleaning, digging up potatoes and preparing 

vegetables which her father grew in the garden. The family kept a pig to be slaughtered for meat, chickens, goose 

or turkey fattening up for Christmas. On Sundays the ice-cream van came around. She remembers the milk 

being delivered, the fish man with his cart from whom they bought herrings, and the bread man. 

Margaret’s family was staunchly Presbyterian, all members going to services and Sunday School each week, 

although after the war her dad stopped going. She sang in the choir from age 15. Much of their social life centred 

around the church with dances, concerts, beetle drives, and treasure hunts. Margaret remembers a day when she, 

always a bit of a tomboy, decided to slide into the creek in her best Sunday clothes and got into trouble, as did 

her brother Maurice, whose job it was to look after her coming home from Sunday school. 

Margaret’s first school was a church school where she had lovely Miss Reid. One day she was punished for 

talking too much (a common thing), and made to sit on a chair which was placed on top of a table in the art 

room, where her embarrassed sister Lily was painting. She remembers that the good children could take a lolly 

out of the tin on the teacher’s table, and that she doesn’t think she ever had one. At 10 she got glasses and was 

teased about them. When it snowed they played out in it, she losing her glasses in the pile until someone decided 

to tie them on with string!. 

On Saturdays she loved to go with her siblings to the pictures with sixpence which gave her entry plus a few 

lollies. The Saturday Matinees usually screened “Cowboys and Indians” movies which the children all loved. 

There was much shouting and noise in the cinema. When she was 9, she found the war years exciting because 

they would often see bombs exploding over the Belfast docks and the air raid shelters and masks were a novelty. 

Her parents felt sorry for the young soldiers stationed nearby and used to invite them home for a meal and a chat. 

They had lots of singalongs with them and they would teach the family their popular songs. 

When she was seventeen her mother became sick and Margaret spent a lot of time with her. Her strong faith 

greatly influenced Margaret. Her mum told her she had seen Jesus at the end of her bed and passed away soon 

after. Margaret and her older sister Annie looked after the house from then on. 

Margaret started nursing training at Belfast City Hospital, enjoying the camaraderie 

of the other nurses and doctors. In 1953 she became a Registered Nurse and began 

midwife training. She did lots of home deliveries and felt very sorry for the Catholic 

women having more children than they could easily afford or care for. 

In 1951 she met Bert who came home on Navy leave and invited her to a party. 

They got to know each other through letters he sent while overseas and they married 

in 1955. They got a lovely big house which they renovated with the help of other 

Sinclair family members who had connections in different trades. Bert got a job as 

an engineer with a firm in Belfast and the children were born, Paul in 1958 Christine 

in 1960, Karen in 1962 1nd Colin in 1965. 

 The Life of  Margaret Sinclair 
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To take communion in the Church of Ireland where they attended then, 

you had to be confirmed so Margaret took the classes and was confirmed 

in the Cathedral in Belfast. Unfortunately 2 of Bert’s sister-in-law would 

not talk to Margaret after that, but eventually they accepted her. The 

children were christened into the church of Ireland. 

In 1967, worried about the Irish Troubles coming to a head the Sinclair 

family moved to Melbourne sponsored by a Methodist church family in 

Croxton. They moved first to Watsonia and built their first home. 

Margaret started working on Saturday nights then in 1970 she got a job at 

the Austin Hospital in the spinal unit. She loved the work there, then moved to the PANCH plastic surgery unit. 

The children at this stage were going through their school years and so Margaret had made sure she took only work 

that allowed her to have the school holidays off to take care of the family. They attended All Saints Church in 

Greensborough. 

They then bought 5 acres of land at Kinglake West, both taking a break from work. They lived in a large shed 

while the house was being built. The children were now starting careers and being more independent. Margaret got 

a job then as charge nurse at a Uniting Church nursing home. She enjoyed this a great deal. 

In 1985 and 1988 Margaret and Bert had trips to Ireland and in 1995 Bert and Margaret retired and they returned to 

Northern Ireland for a more lengthy holiday. On their return to Australia Bert was diagnosed with bowel and 

prostate cancer, and had successful treatment. They moved from Kinglake, which was too big for them now, and 

moved to Dromana where they joined St Mark’s Anglican Church where Margaret became very involved with the 

choir, pastoral care visiting aged care homes with the vicar for services. She did a pastoral care course for visiting 

people in hospital then became involved in a Palliative Care Home in Frankston  

Bert had successful open heart surgery soon after, they joined Probus and Margaret started a first response group 

for them, training 9 people in CPR skills. On a Probus trip to New Zealand, Bert was badly injured in a fall and was 

admitted to Dunedin hospital. Margaret was very upset about his condition and visited St Paul’s Cathedral where 

she met wonderful Dean Rev Dr David Rice, who was a great comfort to her and Bert who he visited in hospital. 

At Easter she experienced her first Stations of the cross service which was very meaningful and met a number of 

caring people. The couple felt the need to be closer to the family so they moved to Parker Street Templestowe. In 

2012 they joined St Mark’s Church and both enjoyed being part of our parish. When Bert’s health was failing a 

district nurse came to help Margaret with his care. Bert died in July 2013 

In 2015 Margaret was diagnosed with a cancer which is being treated still although she has had remarkable 

improvement . She puts this down to her great faith. “Keep your eyes on Jesus and the path will be easy to follow”. 

In 2016 Margaret revisited Ireland but without Bert it was not the same. Australia is her home now. 

Margaret has really appreciated visits from Michael, taking her communion 

and visits by other parishioners when she has felt too unwell to attend 

church. She sings along to Hymns of Praise instead. She has found kind and 

thoughtful people at St Mark’s. She said “To my caring, supportive friends 

at St Marks a most sincere THANK YOU.” 

It was lovely chatting to Margaret today to find out about her life journey 

and her Christian faith. Her warm smile and good listening skills would 

have made her an excellent nurse. She will have made a difference to many 

lives. 

Interview by Judy Cotterill on July 25, 2019 

“Keep your eyes on Jesus and the path will be easy to follow”. –MS 
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By Derek Barnes 

The UNIVERSE as we vaguely know it started with a massive explosion of what was there before. 

This scattered portions, both large and small, into space and formed the stars and planets with 

which we are all familiar. So say the scientists of today and it seems quite reasonable. 

We here on PLANET EARTH have come to recognise over many years, that we have inherited a 

great mixture of chemicals that make up our lands and seas. We have learned how to use them for 

our benefit. They are of course physical and we can see and touch them. Most of them do not 

change nor wear out and our life needs them. 

However there are other various energies that also dominate our lives, gravity for example, 

electricity, magnetism and microwaves and who knows what else. We need to take time to 

recognise that there are other INFLUENCES of which we have no knowledge as yet. 

Because these forces are natural here on earth, they probably are throughout the Universe. This 

leads me to think about another universal matter, the most important of which relates to my God. 

It seems to me that, following the explosion that spread the Universe, these energies over Time 

conjoined, and because of what we consider to be the ULTIMATE INTELLIGENCE, the 

SUPREME BEING, the DIVINE SPIRIT, ie GOD, the future began. 

This super energy chose our planet on which to design life (as we 

know it) in all its forms,  and to adjust it to suit the circumstances 

that developed as these initial forms altered themselves and their 

environment. 

Then came MANKIND who came to realise that HUMAN LIFE 

ON EARTH is a designed function from an ethereal being to 

whom we should offer our love and thanks.  

Let us follow HIS rules, love our neighbours and remain at and 

live in PEACE 

Thank you to Derek Barnes for this thoughtful and though-provoking article on the 

universe and the forces within it. It brings to mind the lyrics of a Stuart Townend song 

which were sung at our joint service on September 29th. 

The Light of the World made history begin, 

Spoke time into being, caused planets to spin; 

Flung galaxies wide through infinite space 

To sing of His splendour and fathomless grace. 

 

Come, come, daughters and sons,  

look to the Light of the World. 

Sing, sing, praises to Him,  

simply believe, you will receive 

Mercy and love without measure. 

 Our Universe 
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Over many years I feel that I have been led by God to serve his church and spread His Word 

through the artistic talent He has given me.  I have painted a wide range of subjects, people, pets, 

scenery, flowers, children, portraits and gates- one of my most admired and requested pictures. 

The“ Into the Light” original sold on opening night of the Camberwell Art Show. 

I mostly use watercolour, which I fell in love with after my retirement, but have also used pastel.  

Although I used to sell my paintings in some exhibitions, my art has been a giving exercise to 

family and friends and a few churches including St Marks. The proceeds of card or paintings sold 

at St Marks are all donated. 

An admired feature of my paintings and cards is the linking of objects it people to a title made up 

of an abstract idea, concept or a Biblical reference, eg. Into the Light. I feel  that this is an effective 

way of bringing people to know God and follow Him. I find it difficult to reject any link of this “ 

Artistic Pilgrimage” with God, especially as opportunities for making progress, expressing new 

ideas and receiving requests for paintings have played a significant role in my church life. Each 

step I have taken over the years in my Pilgrimage in Art” has not been a planned decision of mine.  

Throughout my childhood and early years at school my 

parents encouraged my love of colouring in and painting. 

There was talent on my father’s side of the family. I made 

Christmas cards for family and friends. 

Maureen Barns 

“You are the light of the world. …….In the same way let your 

light shine before others so that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matthew 

5 :14-16 

 Maureen Barns’ Service to God  

The men at St Mark’s have for many years been 

successfully meeting for dinner each month to eat, talk 

and raise money for our missions. Over the last year 

the men have started meeting for coffee every second 

week at ‘The Living Room’.  Plenty of laughter and talk 

take place as they sort out the problems of the world 

near and far. 

I was very lucky to be able to intrude for a few minutes at one of their gatherings to take a quick photo 

and then leave.  As you can see, they are a happy bunch of guys, although I’m sure there is always 

room for some serious talk.   

Interested in joining them?  Well, talk to Andy Williams or Keith Anderson. Maurelle Thompson 

Anyone for Coffee? 



 7 

 

 Changing Times 

  After I attended a confirmation service at St Marks, it brought to mind my own confirmation 79 years ago 

in Sri Lanka, a Third World country. 

  Six of us teenage girls attended classes every Saturday morning for one year. These classes were in 

English as the tutor, the curate was not conversant with the vernacular. Five boys were tutored by the vicar. 

 The confirmation was to be on the 25th September, our church anniversary. The Lord Bishop of the 

Colombo Diocese, the Right Rev. Cecil Douglas Horsley, officiated. The girls were asked to wear long 

sleeved white dresses and a short veil. The boys were to wear white long sleeved shirts and white sarongs. 

We had a rehearsal the previous evening. We practised walking sedately in single file along the aisle to the 

Lord Bishop, who would place his hands on each head and bless each confirmand who knelt before him. 

Inside the church, everybody was barefooted.  

  My eldest sister was a teacher in a CMS school. She was 

boarded in a house nearby as daily travelling was a problem. She 

came home every Friday. She had discussed my dress with my 

mother and they had agreed that she would make it as a surprise 

at her lodgings and bring it that weekend. My mother told me “I 

am too busy to sew you a new dress. You can make do with the 

Guide uniform as that too has long sleeves”. I accepted. But 

when my sister came home that weekend, she produced a lovely 

dress with lace trimmings and a wide organza bow at the back of 

the waist. I was in raptures.  

  Our church which is spacious has a wide aisle leading to the nave. An imposing seat had been placed at 

the head of the aisle for the Lord Bishop. Confirmands were seated on mats on either side of the aisle, girls 

on the left and boys on the right. After the procession of the cross, an introduction and a viva for the 

confirmands by the vicar, the Lord Bishop gave the staff to the curate, removed his mitre and knelt before 

his seat facing the altar  and melodiously sang the invocation to the Holy Ghost “Come Holy Ghost our 

souls inspire ---“.He then took back his staff, wore his mitre, and sat on his seat facing  the congregation. 

The confirmands stood in line along the aisle. As the vicar read each name each confirmand walked 

forward and knelt before the Bishop who placed his hand on the head and gave his blessing. When all the 

confirmands had been confirmed, the Bishop walked to the altar and his seat was cleared away.  

The Liturgy of the Eucharist was sung in the vernacular for the communion service. Those newly 

confirmed were requested to come forward and kneel at the altar railings first to have their first 

communion. After the service was over the curate who tutored us presented each one of us with a copy of 

St. Hugh’s prayer book which I used till I came to Australia 

Rachel de Silva 

 

Our church has a new Facebook page where we 
advertise our upcoming events and services. This 
allows us to let the wider community know what we 
are up to and invite them to our events. If you, or your 
friends and family, have a Facebook profile please 
head to our page and ‘like’ it. 

 

www.facebook.com/stmarkstemplestowe/ 
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 Nungalinya College  

Empowering Indigenous Christians 

Nungalinya College is located in Darwin and is 

a Combined Churches Training College of the 

Anglican, Catholic and Uniting churches for 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

‘Nungalinya’ is an Aboriginal word used by the 

local Larrakia people, whose land includes the 

Darwin area.  The word refers to Old Man Rock, 

a reef lying off Casuarina Beach that can be seen at low tide.  It was a place of learning and the 

biblical idea of the ‘rock’ of Christ as the foundation for our lives. 

Students come from over 100 different remote and urban communities to study at the college and 

to partake in one of the many courses offered.  Most of these students would have been involved in 

community leadership holding positions of authority.  The College respects these elders and the 

traditional wisdom they possess, and recognises that they are best placed to pass on what they have 

learned to young people in their communities. 

The courses provided are a good blend suited to the needs of Indigenous communities and their un-

derstanding of the Bible.  In many cases they go on to other courses like Ministry and Theology. 

Other courses offered are the Literacy and Numeracy Course, and Music and Media, which teach 

practical skills in recording and performance while developing discipleship and creativity for 

church communities. 

Derek and Rosemary Snibson have been sent out by the Church Missionary Society to work with 

Aboriginal leaders at Nungalinya College, supporting their ministries and outreach. Please pray for 

Derek and Rosemary and the important work they are doing. 

Maurelle Thompson   

On Sunday 28th July St. Timothys’ hosted a number of St. Marks’ congregation to their bi-lingual 

service.  The church was packed, the service uplifting and the singing rousing.  It was great to see 

the large number of children and young adults in attendance and participating in the service.  The 

respective Parish Council members met in the vicarage for an informal chat before joining 

everyone else for an absolute feast which, as Rev Ben Wong informed us, happens every Sunday 

evening. 

On Sunday 11th August St. Marks’ reciprocated by 

inviting St. Timothys’ members to our 10 a.m. service 

and morning tea.  A joint Parish Council meeting was 

held on 16th September to discuss the future 

cooperation between our two churches and how we 

might jointly serve the Kingdon of God in the 

Manningham community. 

Jim West 

 St Timothy’s Visit 
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Over 40 people gathered at St Mark’s for a Wine and Cheese 
night, not knowing exactly what to expect. The evening started 
as you walked through the door and took in the aromas from 
Andy Williams’ mulled wine, which was sensational. We were 
then provided with some nibbles and some homemade soup to 
warm us up, on what was a very cold night. 

It was a fabulous night of fun and fellowship and very 
informative in relation to the different wines that we sampled, 
along with a wonderful story by winemaker David Stannard 
about his ‘Paradise Rescued’ wines and the winery area in France that he 
helped save from urban sprawl. 

We were lucky to have some amazing local wines from the Yarra Valley; 
Six Acres Winery owned by Rotarians Ralph and Lesley Zuccaro and 
Brumfield Winery owned by David and Anda Crothers. These wineries 
were very generous in their support of the evening so we hope that if 
you’re ever in the neighbourhood you drop in. 

There was a great and varied selection of wines 
and a platter full of cheeses (all labelled). As 
we tasted each of the wines we were provided with great information 
about the wine and then there was lively discussion, debate and fun in 
deciding which cheese would go best with the wine. 

Thanks to Sarah Heathcote for organising such a wonderful night, and to 
her team who worked so hard before and on the night. A special 

mention to our wonderful ‘les pourers’ Brendon Williams and Peter 
Quinton who were very generous with their ‘tastes’. A  with thanks 
to David Stannard for his commentary and information on the 
wines. 

We look forward to the next Wine and Cheese evening. 

Wayne Heathcote 

Congratulations to our Fellowship and Fundraising Team on another fantastic Parish Dinner and 

Auction night. Thanks to our local business and parish donors we were able to raise just over 

$6000 on the night. 

A massive thank you to Rosemary Jones, Keith Anderson and the F&F team, to Roseanne and 

James Spry for the ticket sales, to Peter Quinton for the AV presentation and the Kane family 

(Graham, Berilie and Coralie) for their hosting of the night. Thanks to our ‘accountants’, cleaner-

uppers, set-uppers, donation gatherers and everyone else who made the night a success. 

Parish Dinner & Auction  

Wine & Cheese Night 
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On Sunday 28th July, David Rawlings was our guest preacher, speaking 

on the Second Commandment. David’s relevant qualifications include a 

Master of Arts degree in theology from the University of Divinity, 

Melbourne, and a Doctor of Philosophy from Oxford University. 

Below is a brief summary of the sermon which can be found in fuller form, 

including biblical references, on our website. 

 

The second of the Ten Commandments turned out to be the most controversial within the Christian 

community. It starts: “You shall not make for yourself an idol…”. Read the rest in Exodus 20.4-6. 

Note that the word ‘idol’ is sometimes translated ‘graven image’ or ‘carved image’ (as in our 

Anglican Prayer Book). 

The first section of the sermon focussed on the various views of Christians concerning the second 

commandment through the centuries. This included discussion of the early Hebrew reaction to 

idols and to the commandment; the ‘religious supermarket’ of gods at the time of Jesus; and the 

warnings of New Testament writers (e.g. Paul) concerning idolatry and the eating of food offered 

to idols. In Ephesians and Colossians, ‘idolatry’ is used metaphorically, and is specifically 

associated with greed. The Western (Roman) Church accepted the inevitability of religious statues 

etc., and St Augustine (354-430 AD) suggested that the first two commandments should be put 

together as a single commandment, probably to make the second look like a subsidiary comment 

on the first. The Eastern (‘Orthodox’) branch of the Church had their own Iconoclastic Controversy 

(726-843 AD), which led finally to encouragement of the veneration of two-dimensional ‘icons’. 

The Protestant reformers (though not Luther) interpreted the second commandment very literally 

and were strongly against religious images; they emphasised separation of the first two 

commandments. The complex political situation in England during the English Reformation of the 

1500s led to widespread destruction of religious images (‘iconoclasm’) and other church property, 

as also occurred in the English Civil War in the 1600s. 

The second part of the sermon concerned the relevance of the second commandment today? The 

association with greed mentioned above points to the temptation to focus our desires on created 

objects rather than the creator. There is also the wider question of how we should respond to the 

Ten Commandments generally. My own view is influenced by how Jesus and the biblical writers 

(like Paul) treated the Commandments, and ‘the law’, of which the Commandments are a central 

part. Both showed deep respect for the law, while also indicating, in different ways, the need to go 

‘beyond’ it. Jesus frequently used the Commandments or some aspect of the law as a starting point 

to get people to think more deeply about an issue, and ultimately to examine their own hearts. His 

focus is on the two ‘commandments’ to love God with all your being, and your neighbour “as 

yourself”. Paul seems to say that the law was given for a particular period of time, to serve as a 

guardian until Christ came. Like Jesus, he emphasised love for one another, and presented a view 

whose emphasis is ultimately both positive and egalitarian. 

David Rawlings 

The Second Commandment 

“You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, 

or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down 

to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God. Exodus 20:4-5– NRSV 
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Our FaithLIFT afternoon tea collected a gold coin donation and raised over $150 for Days For 

Girls. Below is an excerpt from their website which details the important work that they are doing 

around the world to support education for young girls. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.daysforgirls.org 
OUR MISSION & VISION 

We're turning periods into pathways. 

 Days for Girls increases access to menstrual care and education by developing global partnerships, 

cultivating social enterprises, mobilizing volunteers, and innovating sustainable solutions that 

shatter stigmas and limitations for women and girls. Together, we're creating a world with dignity, 

health, and opportunity for all. 

It all starts with a DfG POD (Portable Object of Dignity), the basic unit Days for Girls Kit. PODs 

contain 1 waterproof shield and 2 absorbent liners. PODs are the seed for Micro-Enterprises, 

because they can be sold at an affordable price point, and women can add components in the 

future. Because DfG Kits last years, this is a timeline that works for many women. Days for Girls 

prioritizes using locally-available materials whenever possible. 

Days for Girls began as a volunteer-run organization. What began in November 2008 as a 

small yet passionate group of women (and some men!) has rapidly grown into a robust 

network of more than 50,000 volunteers around the globe. 

Our movement has reached more than one million girls — and counting!   

With your help, we can reach Every Girl. Everywhere. Period. Everywhere. Period. 

Days for Girls  
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 MONTH DAY EVENT 

September Saturday 28th Creative Crafters 9:30am — 1pm (Also 26/10, 30/11) 

 Sunday 29th 9am Joint Service 

October Saturday 19th St Mark’s Community Market & Animal Farm 

 Sunday 20th  Taizé Service 5pm (Also 17/11) 

 Sunday 27th Parish Annual General Meeting 9am 

November  Sunday 17th Manningham Family Festival at Finn’s 

 Saturday 23rd Crafters’ Garage Sale– 10am till 2pm 

 Saturday 30th Parish Potluck Dinner-  Hosted by FaithLIFT 

December Sunday 15th Christmas Play 

January Sunday 26th Australia Day– Joint Service with St Timothy’s Church 

Marksman is produced by Sarah Heathcote, Judy Cotterill and Maurelle Thompson each month 

Submissions are always welcome! Please email to marksman@stm.org.au 

A Co-Incidence or a God-Incidence 

Our former Vicar Rob Castelow would often talk about a 
God-incidence rather than a co-incidence. I recently 
experienced a God-incidence on my annual Pollie Pedal 
bike ride. This is a 1,000 km charity bike ride and we were 
raising money and awareness for Soldier On, helping our 
veterans transition into civilian life.. 

About 50 km out of Toowoomba we came across a lone rider who was out on a training ride so I 
invited him to join us for the ride into Toowoomba. After chatting to him for a while I established that 
he was Michael Calder and he is a Ministry Intern (Worship) and trainee Anglican priest at St Bart’s 
Anglican Church in Toowoomba. Among his responsibilities are music, Youth and Children’s 
Ministry and preaching. At our next stop he had a good chat to Sarah. I also found out that Michael 
was out training for a charity ride in NSW which is raising money for Mission Aviation Fellowship. 
We had a good chat about that and our own Michael Goodluck’s involvement in MAF as a board 
member. 

With Michael joining our ride we had quite an eclectic group with a trainee Anglican priest, a Mormon 
Bishop and a Salvation Army Colonel (the PNG Territorial Commander). Michael then had the honour 
of leading the ride into Toowoomba alongside former Prime Minister Tony Abbott. 

It was not the day he envisaged, but that’s what a God-incidence can bring. 

Wayne Heathcote 

 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


