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    Exciting News! 

Works have now started on the next stage of our 

improvements to the Church Building. This will be 

the modification to the main entrance and the 

provision of a pedestrian pathway from the Eastern 

car park alongside the driveway.  

This will provide the following advantages 

1. There will be a separation of pedestrians from 

cars along the eastern section of the driveway 

that will enhance safety . A handrail will be installed.  

2. There will be an ‘air lock’ i.e. two sets of doors for entry/

exit. This will assist to keep the cold air out during winter 

and keep hot air out during summer.  

3. The roof will extend further out into the garden bed giving 

increased protection from the weather when being dropped 

off by car and for improved coverage for funerals.  

4. The small slope from the exit to the driveway will be 

eliminated, making it level. This will assist those with strollers/wheelchairs or being a bit 

unsteady on their feet.  

5. The design will feature a more welcoming entry to the Church 

Works are likely to be completed over the next couple of 

month, possibly in time for the reopening of church 

services after the coronavirus restrictions are eased! 

With church events and services currently on hold, 

we hope this issue of the Marksman brings back 

fond memories of recent activities and provides a 

source of hope for how things will be again soon. 

Please enjoy the various articles and pictures 

submitted by members of the parish. If you have 

anything you’d like to appear in the Marksman, 

you can email us at marksman@stm.org.au 

The Editorial Team 
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From the Vicar 
In his album of Aussie praise for kids, Remember the Lord, Colin Buchanan has a great song 

called, Nothing takes God by surprise. Both the album title and that song are a good and timely 

message for us in this season of unprecedented change brought on by Covid-19. 

In a recent sermon I asked you to think on a memory verse of Scripture that you treasure.  I invited 

you to share it with me. The first email I received contained this precious word. 

 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all your 

ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your path.  Proverbs 3:5,6. 

 If the path of life was only about us then it would be a twisty and dangerous road which 

would ultimately not lead us to God’s heaven. Isaiah 53:6 

 But our Easter story is about God restoring us to fellowship through the payment of the 

wages of sin.  Romans 6:23  

 A broken hearted Peter receives unfathomable forgiveness for his abandonment and denial of 

Jesus. With the words of Jesus etched into his soul he could try again. John 21.  

 A broken hearted Mary Magdalene is transformed this side of the empty tomb with 

resurrection power to not fall back into despair and grief; but power to lead the band of 

believers into their second chance of getting following Jesus right.  John 20 

 A young Mark realizes by himself he can’t please God or serve God as in his heart of hearts 

he wants to.  He too needed the power of forgiveness and a fresh start. Acts 15:36-39 

Sometime soon we anticipate a fresh start to get back to life as we knew it.  When we do, I want to 

walk with the risen Lord, the Good Shepherd who leads, Psalm 23, and who laid down His life for 

me, Romans 5:8, and takes up His life again John 10:18, so that nothing and nobody can separate 

me from Him throughout eternity. John 10:28. 

To God be the glory. 

Rev. Michael Goodluck 

Café Church Community Garden 
Have you taken the opportunity to pick some 

fresh vegetables from our community garden? 

Over summer the garden was flourishing with 

abundant tomatoes, spinach, rocket and lettuce.  

Anyone is welcome at any time to come and 

collect some of the fresh produce, and I have it 

on good authority that some of the tomatoes 

have even found their way into St Mark’s 

chutneys. 

After lunch on Australia Day, our Café Church 

team replanted out the community garden so 

that even more veggies and salad leaves will 

grow over the coming months. 
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It is not often that parishioners from the 8am and 10am services get to worship together and catch 

up. Our best opportunities in this regard are during the Summer series of services each January and 

on the fifth Sunday of the month. This year, we reconfigured the Summer Sermon series by sharing 

ministers with St Timothy’s in Bullen. This meant that each of the Vicars took a well-earned 

fortnight’s break knowing that their parish would be ministered to during their time away by the 

other.  

Reverend Ben Wong and Youth Pastor, Mr Dietrich Chung conducted the first two Sunday 9-00 

am services which commenced on December 29, and Reverend Goodluck was “back on board” 

from January 12, somewhat refreshed if not for the haze of the Gippsland bushfires infiltrating the 

atmosphere at Phillip Island.  The Vicar-on-duty preached the 9am service at St Mark’s, then 

commuted to St Timothy’s for the 10:30 am service. On January 12, together with Peter Quinton, I 

attended both services and was overwhelmed by the friendly reception by and hospitality of the 

parishioners of St Tim’s. 

I must say that I always enjoyed the messages delivered by our Lay Preachers David Rawlings, 

Keith Anderson, Gordon Young and Jim West under the original Summer series format, but I can 

see the advantage of the Vicars working in cooperation during this time. We at St Marks, get to 

know how the parishioners at St Timothy’s are ministered to and vice versa.  

On January 5, it was a personal highlight to hear the poignant message 

delivered so passionately by Mr Dietrich Chung. I had the privilege of 

teaching Dietrich Year 12 VCE Mathematics at Balwyn HS some 12 

years ago. I was also his Year 8 Student Manager. We had brief chats 

about religion when the situation arose. Dietrich’s mother, then School 

Chaplain, Reverend Jessica Chung and I served on the school’s 

Chaplaincy Committee. By agreement, as polite as Dietrich is, we have 

agreed that he can address me as Michael rather than Mr Gin. 

On Australia Day, it was an added bonus that we celebrated the 

occasion, and the final Summer Sunday service jointly with members 

of the English-speaking congregation from St Timothy’s, with a combined 10am service co-

officiated by Reverends Michael Goodluck and Ben Wong. This service was followed by a 

delicious two course BBQ lunch provided by the members of the 5pm Café Church service. The 

Australia Day service was a wonderful “grand finale” . 

We did miss a few smiling faces from our parish; 

on Australia Day. Roseanne Spry and Judith 

Cotterill were attending the Menzies Awards 

Ceremony, accepting their Community Service 

Awards from the Honourable, Mr Kevin Andrews 

M.P., accompanied by their respective partners, 

James and David and their families and 

supporters. Congratulations to both Roseanne and 

Judith from all at St Marks for their selfless 

contributions to our parish over many years.  

Michael Gin 

 Summer Sundays 
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Gordon Young-Early life 

Gordon was born in Sydney in 1935 to English parents. His 

father was a ship’s Officer and then Master Mariner. His 

mother stayed at home after her marriage and largely raised 

him as his father sailed to India, Sri Lanka and nearby 

countries regularly. Living in Cremorne, Gordon went to 

Mosman C of E Prep School. When his father got a job as 

sea pilot in Port Phillip Bay the family moved to 

Queenscliff and Gordon was sent to Geelong College from 

Year 7 to 11, boarding for the latter 3 years. He enjoyed his 

school years , taking part in sport, choirs and Cadets and 

gaining a position as Corporal. 

Which career? 

Gordon left school at the end of Year 11 and, after pressure 

from his father, decided not to take up a cadetship with the 

East India Company. Instead, he got a job in the accounts 

department at Dalgety’s, although he had studied wool 

classing and wanted to complete that qualification at RMIT. He did not like accounting and moved instead 

to the Pink Pages of the telephone directory, in sales and commercial art . In addition to joining the 

Williamstown Little Theatre, he became a Lay Reader in the Newport Anglican Parish. 

At 18 he completed his National Service in the Army becoming a Corporal and joined the Play Platoon 

because of his previous acting experience but also was involved as a weapons instructor. At this stage he 

was wondering whether he should become an actor, join the regular army, or study for the Anglican 

Ministry? He had greatly enjoyed instructing his fellow national servicemen . He decided to combine all 

this experience and become a teacher. Entering the CMF (now Army Reserve) as a Corporal, he moved up 

the ranks to become a First Lieutenant. Meanwhile Gordon gained a studentship at Toorak Teachers’ 

College to do a 2 year course in Primary teaching. He then worked in rural schools close to Melbourne, as 

he was still in the CMF. 

Teaching 

He was offered a job in the senior school at Geelong College where he taught Maths, English, Humanities, 

Art and Commercial Principles, also coached debating, rowing, athletics, football and swimming. He ran 

the school magazine and worked in the Boarding House, and was Master in charge of Drama. Gordon 

enjoyed all of these commitments as he felt that he got to know his students better. He was sent to 

Queensland to study an intensive twelve week course to teach students with learning difficulties. Here he 

learned about diagnostic testing and remedial teaching. This led Gordon to feel drawn to the idea of 

becoming a school counsellor. 

By this time, Gordon had met and fallen in love with Denise, another teacher. They were married and 

moved to Vancouver, Canada where the University offered a counsellor training course for two-year 

trained teachers. In 1961, Gordon took a job at New Westminster Secondary High School as a counsellor 

and teacher working with students with emotional problems. After assessing students, he developed 

individual programs so students could start with what they knew and move at their own rates. This worked 

well. Before and after school he would listen to problems students had come to school with and so a level 

of trust was built. Gordon then went back to finish his degree in Counselling and Guidance and English 

literature. 

 The Life of  Gordon Young 



 5 

 

Lecturing and counselling opportunities. 

Returning to Australia in 1965, Gordon and Denise had two sons, Andrew in 1967 and Martin in 1972. Denise gave 

up work to raise them. She had been a teacher/librarian at the Hermitage in Geelong. Gordon was offered a job as 

counsellor at Carey Grammar and was commuting from Geelong every day. He also lectured in Educational 

Psychology at Mercer House Teachers’ College where he eventually became Vice Principal. Gordon completed a 

Bachelor of Education at Melbourne University and a Graduate Diploma of Counselling at RMIT and took a 

position as Head of Student Services there, which covered a wide range of duties. Dealing with student difficulties 

took up a major part of his time, in addition to managing the Branch. 

Administration, more study and consultancies 

Gordon moved to Carey as Administrator, replacing a series of bursars. During this time he completed a 

Master of Education at Melbourne University in Educational Administration. He also completed 

Accounting and Control and Financial Management at Harvard University. He graduated with a Doctor of 

Education at Monash University full-time, and finally writing his doctoral thesis on Success and Failure 

Factors in Strategic Planning. At the same time he took up various consultancies and part-time lecturing at 

Monash University and the Hawthorn campus of Melbourne University. He also became a director for 

eighteen years of the Australian Scholarship Group, a Friendly Society helping parents fund educational 

bursaries for their own children. He completed both the Diploma and the Advanced Diploma of the 

Australian Institute of Company Directors. He was Chairman for the last nearly 5 of his years with ASG. 

Important mentors 

One important mentor in Gordon’s life was a Teacher’s College lecturer in charge of English, Doris Baxter. 

When graduating from Toorak, he said to her that there was so much still to learn. She replied “Gordon, 

you have a whole lifetime in which to do it.”. Another important person was the Vice Principal of Geelong 

College, who advised Gordon that now that he was part of the Private School system, he should prove 

himself and make himself as indispensable as possible. 

Gordon has found one of the greatest challenges in his life to be raising two boys, quite different from each 

other, Martyn like Gordon in personality and Andrew more like his mother. The second challenge has been 

dealing with the gradual decline and death in 2019 of his dear wife Denise, who suffered with Alzheimer’s 

disease and died after a fall. Her deteriorating condition was very trying for Gordon, as well as tiring. He 

misses her a great deal. 

Church life 

Gordon had attended Sunday School throughout his childhood and enjoyed singing in the choir at St 

Augustine’s Neutral Bay, St George’s Queenscliff and All Saints Geelong. He attended St David’s 

Presbyterian Church while teaching in Geelong. When living in Vancouver he attended the Cathedral. He 

joined St Mark’s 13 years ago, where he became the Chairman of Vestry and on the Eastern Region 

Council of the Melbourne Diocese. He is now a member of Parish Council. He has greatly valued the care 

and friendship offered at St Mark’s particularly after Denise’s death. 

Gordon has a plan to travel with Martyn and his family in the near future and to begin writing a family 

history as well as possibly a book of short stories. 

Reflecting on attributes he may have inherited from his parents, Gordon summed his father up as being a 

real gentleman, both gentle and strong, a man who could analyse and deal with problems in different 

aspects of his life. His mother had a sense of humour and a sharp mind. 

Certainly Gordon exhibits all of these traits as well as a strong work ethic, a high level of intelligence, a 

keen interest in people and teaching as well as having a wide knowledge of organisations and how they can 

become more efficient. We are lucky to have him as a parishioner of St Mark’s. 

Interviewed by Judy Cotterill in February 2020 

 Gordon Young– cont. 
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On the north-east tip of North America 

On an island called Newfoundland 

There's an airport 

It used to be one of the biggest airports in the world 

And next to it is a town called Gander” 

 

So begin the lyrics to the opening song of ‘Come From Away’, the musical about how one small 

island played host to thousands of travellers on September 11th 2001. The towns population of 

9,500 was almost doubled when 38 planes, carrying almost 7000 passengers, were diverted to the 

island after the closure of US airspace following the terrorist attack on the World Trade Centre.  

 
For 6 days the townsfolk opened their homes, their schools and their community centres to provide 

accommodation for the ‘strays’; but more importantly they also opened their wardrobes to clothe 

them, their pantries to feed them and their hearts to take care of them. This musical is a tribute to 

the town and the ‘come from aways’ who showed that regardless of where you come from, that 

when faced with life’s greatest tragedies, the best in the human spirit can shine out. 

 

There are only 12 actors on an almost bare stage, 6 women and 6 men, who adopt different charac-

ters throughout the musical while accompanied by the Celtic band. Unlike many shows, there is no 

intermission, but the story is so gripping that you wouldn’t want it to stop anyway. The music at 

times evokes a party atmosphere and you could close your eyes and imagine yourself in an Irish 

pub. But those rollicking musical numbers about the group dynamics are balanced by the more 

moving songs about the personal experiences, including one song about faith which brought me to 

tears. The song ‘Prayer’ features characters of different religious background who find themselves 

in the town’s church, each looking for comfort from their God. The song, which showcases a Jew-

ish chant, a Muslim prayer and a Christian priest is built around excepts of the beautiful hymn 

‘Make Me A Channel of Your Peace’. 

 

Come from Away was due to finish at the end of March 2020 but due to coronavirus restrictions, 

the show closed its season early. However as a silver lining new encore dates for February 2021 

have recently been announced. Do yourself a favour and book a ticket now. You will not regret it! 

 

Sarah Heathcote 

 

Another incredible review can be found here: 

https://www.anglicanjournal.com/come-from-away-

resurrection-and-hope-in-gander-newfoundland/  

Musical Review- Come From Away 

https://www.anglicanjournal.com/come-from-away-resurrection-and-hope-in-gander-newfoundland/
https://www.anglicanjournal.com/come-from-away-resurrection-and-hope-in-gander-newfoundland/


 7 

 

In 2020 Lent started on Wednesday 26th February, the day after Shrove Tuesday. 

 

So, let’s start with Shrove Tuesday.  It’s a moveable feast 

as it’s determined by Easter.  “Shrove” comes from the 

word “shrive”, meaning to confess.  Shrove Tuesday is 

observed by many Christians, including Anglicans, 

Lutherans, Uniting Church and Roman Catholics. 

 

Many people make pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, a way of 

using up rich foods such as eggs, milk & sugar before the 

liturgical fasting of Lent begins when plainer food is eaten.  

Here in Australia some people give up chocolate, alcohol 

or maybe coffee, especially the bought ones. 

 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, when people traditionally make a special point of self-

examination; perhaps repenting of wrongs that have happened; or maybe making amendments to 

our lifestyle; or perhaps an area of spiritual growth that you need to ask God about.  The giving up 

of some sort of pleasure or luxury during Lent can assist in this time of self-examination which 

helps us reflect on the time Jesus was in the wilderness and tempted by the devil.  Matt: 4:1-11. 

 

How did you mark Lent this year? 

 

Did you decide to give up chocolate, alcohol or coffee and 

perhaps choose to donate the money you have saved to the 

church, or maybe a mission or charitable organisation? 

Each year we make the choice as to how we will 

remember the Lenten season. And it can be a test to see if 

we are able to see out the 40 days without our chosen 

luxury. 

 

Maurelle Thompson 

 

Addendum – 8/5/20 

This week we passed the 40 day mark of restrictions on church gatherings, another period of 

sacrifice and self-examination. While we didn't get to choose this sacrifice, it has certainly been 

another opportunity for us to reflect on God’s message and how we can grow through adversity. 

We have been lucky to have to opportunity to worship online. After lent, we celebrate Easter, the 

rebirth of Christ. After this ‘second lent’ forced upon us by coronavirus, we will return to our 

church, after it has undergone its own rebirth with the building program. What a celebration that 

will be!               

Sarah Heathcote 

 What Does Lent Mean to You? 
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Montsalvat Tour 
On February 23rd, the FaithLIFT group had a tour and lunch at 

Montsalvat gardens and Café. The buildings of Montsalvat were con-

structed between 1950’s-1980s under the guidance of founder Justus 

Jorgensen and later the Skipper family. Taking inspiration from differ-

ent history periods, you would be forgiven for thinking that a Tudor 

house or Edwardian manor had been transported straight from Eng-

land. Interestingly, most of the buildings and landscaping were com-

pleted using salvaged materials from decommissioned buildings, 

roads and residences from around Melbourne. 

 

A small group of ladies spent a lovely sunny 90 minutes being toured through the gardens 

and buildings before being joined by the rest of the group for a delicious lunch in the garden 

café. 

 

If you love flowers, history, interesting architecture and 
scrumptious food, then you cant go past Montsalvat as the 
perfect way to spend a sunny weekend afternoon. 

Sarah Heathcote 
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The Men’s Group gets together on the second Thursday of the month for a dinner, generally at a 

local restaurant.  We enjoy good food, average wine and try to solve the problems of the world. 

In February, before we were all isolating, the group headed to Jenny and Wayne Heathcote’s place 

in Kangaroo Ground on the edge of the Yarra Valley for a spit roast dinner.  Unfortunately, some 

traffic incidents caused major traffic delays but once these were overcome the fun began. 

A large group of 23 men enjoyed a spit roast dinner and dessert along with a fair amount of 

refreshment and a lot of fun and laughter.  During the afternoon and evening many of the group 

participated in very competitive games of pool, table tennis and darts, uncovering some hidden 

sporting talent among our parishioners. 

Thanks to all the men for making 

this occasion and all our dinners 

such an enjoyable time.  It is always 

great to get together and we look 

forward to being able to share a 

meal together again soon. 

Wayne Heathcote 

 Men’s Group Dinner in Yarra Valley 

On 25th April (Anzac Day) we held our ‘drive through food 

drive’. We had over 25 cars come past over the hour to do-

nate. I was absolutely blown away by the generosity of our 

Church. 

 In the words of one of our new parishioners, “St Mark’s may 

be a small Church, but we are so full of love”. 

I dropped the food straight to the Community Centre as one of the  staff came in on his day off to take 

our delivery. He was so happy with what was delivered and even said when unpacking the casseroles 

“I recognise these” as he is familiar with your handwriting and your initials. He added that one of the 

other staff would be in tears when he came in on Monday due to the sheer amount of food and in par-

ticular baked beans! 

St Mark’s Fitzroy is trialling a new delivery service starting on Monday. With 70 already on the list for 

a delivery of food, our delivery could not have come at a better time. I was once again reminded of the 

fact that everything is done in God’s time. 

Having spent Anzac Day at Gallipoli (2015) and Villers-

Bretonneux (2018) on the 100th anniversary of those battles, I can 

tell you that today I knew that those men who fought for peace 

would have been unbelievably proud of what St Mark’s Temple-

stowe did on Anzac Day 2020. Today we lived out the command 

“Love one another, as I have loved you”.  

Please continue to pray for the work that the different organisations 

are doing to support those in our community. 

Alison Heathcote 

St Mark’s Drive Thru for St Mark’s 
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A group of intrepid travellers finally managed a 

great day out in the Yarra Valley on 10th March. 

The trip was rescheduled from the previous week 

when 50+ mm of rain would have made for a 

very soggy day out. Thankfully this day was fine 

and sunny. 

An excited group of 16 departed from St Marks 

at 9.30 and made their way to Lilydale and the 

Yarra Ranges Museum and café. After a quick 

cuppa in the café we proceeded to the museum to 

look at a very interesting exhibition of the life 

and times of Dame Nellie Melba. An adjoining exhibition of quilting was also admired. 

Around 11.30 we headed off to Yarra Junction and the 

Blue Lotus water Garden. A pleasant hour was spent 

roaming around the 14 acre site taking in the 

spectacular displays of lotus, waterlily and other exotic 

plants. The garden is open from late December to mid-

April when the blooms are out. There are literally 

thousands of lotus plants in several large lakes, with 

paths and bridges to view the displays from all angles. 

A highlight is the large lily pads in big tanks, 

reminiscent of many Asian gardens.  

 

At 1pm we moved to one of the many picnic areas for lunch purchased from the Lotus Garden 

café. Another quick walk around the gardens was then possible before departing for home just after 

2pm. A very big thank you to Keith Anderson for his efforts in organising a wonderful day.     

 

We hope you enjoy a few photos taken by myself 

and Jenny Lording. 

Peter Quinton 

Blue Lotus Water Gardens Excursion 
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When the last issue of the Marksman was published in January 2020, Australia was still reeling 

from one of our worst bushfire seasons on record. We had watched as a nation, as thousands upon 

thousands of hectares of bushland burned during a hot Aussie summer. We saw stories on the news 

as citizens from around the world came together to support our country in a time of crisis. 

Donations in the millions flooded in and we knew that, while we may be an island, we were not 

alone in the world. 

 

This truth has become even more evident over the past couple of months. At first with a whisper 

and then with a bang, the Coronavirus pandemic has gripped the entire world and now our days 

and discussions are taken up with little else. And now it is our turn to be shocked and saddened as 

we watch the news from around the globe. Our status as an island nation can sometimes make us 

feel removed from the world but in this difficult time, it has become our saving grace, as we were 

easily able to close our borders and protect our country from the staggering losses that have been 

seen in other places.  

 

But while social isolation and social distancing has become ‘the norm’, we must remember that we 

are never truly alone; as God walks with us and alongside us through this crisis. And we must 

continue to be here for each other. We are encouraged to call our friends and fellow church 

members, to find ways to keep our minds and bodies active, to reach out through social media, 

emails and text messages to those who we think may be struggling, and of course, we are 

encouraged to pray.  

Sarah Heathcote 

 

PRAYER IN A TIME OF  

EPIDEMIC DISEASE:  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, healer and friend, come 

and care for all of us through the danger and 

uncertainty of the coronavirus epidemic. 
 

+ To people who are sick, bring healing.  

+ To people who are displaced, isolated, or 

cut off from family, friends or work, bring 

comfort and companionship. 

+ Work with medical staff as they care for the sick, and protect them from harm. 

+ Give skill and fruitful research to scientists as they search for treatments, prevention 

and a cure. 

+ To public health authorities, give wisdom to decide the best ways to manage both this 

crisis and our anxieties. 

+ When communities are fearful, give a calm spirit, and kindness to neighbours and 

strangers. 

+ Through this testing time, and through all the risks we face together, teach us once 

again how we can love one another as you have loved us.   

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 Editorial- Covid-19 
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Our way of life as a church has changed dramatically in reaction to the Covid-19 pandemic. When 

the first cases were diagnosed in Australia we quickly adapted to a fast-changing set of regulations. 

We first learnt and then adopted that new term ‘social distancing’. For a couple of weeks we 

spaced out the church seats and stopped serving communion and morning tea. But, before we could 

even get used to the ‘new normal’ the directive came from above that we were to close our doors 

for  physical services.  

 

Our final service in our worship space was 

held on Sunday 22nd March and while there 

was a somewhat sombre feeling on arrival, the 

selection of uplifting and favourite hymns, 

accompanied by a wonderful sermon, soon 

gave the service a more hopeful mood. As we 

said goodbye, we didn’t know when we would 

be back in the church, but there was still a 

feeling of ‘I’ll see you soon”.  

And then began our foray into online worship.  

 
For a church that didn’t have a large web presence we were glad to have a partner in St Timothy’s 

to enable us to deliver a weekly service to our parishioners. Now, with a half dozen services under 

our belts I think it’s fair to say that we are succeeding. As with any new endeavour there have been 

teething problems with technical difficulties being encountered, but overall, the reception and 

positive response has been incredible. With 40-something screens viewing the first service (and 

remember that there may be 2 or more people watching each screen), to over a hundred screens 

watching our St Marks/ANZAC day service, it is clear that we are reaching many more people than 

even a physical service might have. After each service there is a flurry of supportive text and voice 

messages to those who participate in the worship team. This encouragement means so much to 

those who are ‘performing’ without an audience and it is uplifting to know that while we can’t be 

together in person, that the Spirit is connecting us through our screens. 

 
One other wonderful aspect of this technical service is that it can be re-watched at a later date (or 

later time if you feel like a sleep in). I know some parishioners are enjoying the services in their 

PJs while eating bacon and eggs, and others on the big screen TV with their morning coffee. 

 

We hope that you continue to tune in each week, enjoying 

the messages, the music and the prayers that are shared 

between St Tim’s and St Marks and that you continue to 

feel the presence of God in your lounge rooms each week. 

 

Sarah Heathcote 

 
Photo: During the Maundy Thursday Taize service, I 
participated at home by lighting a candle at each point in the 7-
part service. How have you participated at home? 

Online Services 
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With coronavirus restrictions limiting our ability to meet in person the St Marks parish council 

turned to popular chat program ‘zoom’ for our April meeting. Here are some of the highlights: 

 Our building project will start on 4th May! 

 We are continuing our outreach to St Marks Fitzroy with a drive-through dropped off day, 

with all food to be donated to their homeless outreach. (see article on page 9) 

 We are also continuing our regular bread outreach to local families in need. 

 Our online services are going well with ‘screens watching’ numbers increasing each week 

 Our pastoral care to our members is ongoing. We are making phone calls regularly to check 

on our brothers and sisters in Christ. Calling random people in the directory after a service is 

proving very popular! 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finances 

Thanks to the diligent management of our treasurer Jim West, and several money saving measures 

implemented by parish council we are looking at ways to survive this hibernation period while not 

having our rental income or Sunday collection plates.  

 

Thank you to those who have continued or increased their offerings by EFT to our bank account or 

through the ADF.  These are helping meet our basic monthly expenses.  Deposits can be made to 

our account at  

Westpac BSB 033130 Account 120052.  If you have an existing authority through the ADF and 

want to increase your giving simply email adf@adfmelbourne.org.au with your details.   

 

Any queries?  Email our treasurer at treasurer@stm.org.au. 

 

Parish Council Goes Digital 

mailto:treasurer@stm.org.au
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ANZAC Day in 2020 was certainly like no other in history. Gone were 

the crowds of thousands from our shrines and cenotaphs, replaced by 

small family groups at the ends of driveways across the country. 

However, after hearing from several people who participated in similar 

‘home services’ the feeling seems to be that this year, it was almost more 

special.  

To commemorate in 2020, one needed 

to prepare earlier, to take the time and 

effort to set up their own ANZAC 

tribute, rather than just turning up at a 

service. 

 

We were able to truly stop, be quiet and reflect on the sacrifice 

made by our troops throughout history. 

 

As it does every year, Anzac Day coincides with St 

Marks Day and our service on the Sunday paid tribute 

to both occasions. Our music worship was led again 

by Sarah and Jenny Heathcote who performed a 

moving rendition of Hallelujah by Leonard Cohen. 

With specially written verses, penned by Sarah 

Heathcote, this new version ‘An ANZAC Hallelujah’ 

evokes images of the first ANZACs, while reminding 

us to remember those who are still serving and have will continue to serve in the future. Sarah 

wrote the lyrics in 2017, inspired both by her grandparents, who served in World War 2, but also 

by the young veterans whom she has become friends with through her volunteer work with Soldier 

On and Pollie Pedal. 

 

A lyric video was created and uploaded onto the AIM Melbourne 

YouTube channel and has already been viewed more than 1500 

times.  
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In 2020 St Marks Anglican Church celebrates its 45 year anniversary. Unfortunately our planned 

parish dinner has been postponed, but this has allowed for even more preparation to make this a 

special occasion. 

As part of the celebration, the history books of St Marks are receiving an addendum. It continues 

the excellent and detailed summary of the previous two publications by the Late Don Charlwood, 

followed by Valerie Hill together with assistance from husband, the Late Brian Hill and daughter 

Kylie. This new booklet will cover the life of St Mark’s church during the period, 2015 to 2020. 

Firstly, a bit of a re-cap on the previous history publications, in case you do not have them.  

The first was Don Charlwood’s booklet, ‘A century of the Anglican Church in Templestowe’. 

This was a brief history to commemorate the 25th Anniversary of the dedication of St Mark’s on 

Easter Day 1975. In this Don wrote, "The history goes back to 1854, when the Church of England 

had been granted two acre site and a school was built opposite what is now the Services Memorial 

Park at the corner of Foote Street and High Street. A bell was rung during the week for school, 

and on Sundays for worship, the same bell that is rung today at St Mark’s. 

In 1900 a block was purchased located on the next hill further to the East in Foote Street and on 

the corner at what was to become Glendale Avenue. This became the worship centre for the early 

settlers in the area. The name Christ Church first appeared in vestry minutes in 1903.”    

Don went on to write about the early days of Christ Church, the subsequent move from Christ 

Church to the present site, re-naming to St Mark’s, and the years that 

followed up to 1975. 

A comprehensive history update ‘Still Ringing the Bell’ was prepared 

by Valerie Hill that was completed in time for the 40th year celebration 

in 2015. The first chapter covered the early years at Christ Church, 

adding a few comments that further enhanced the earlier writings by 

Don Charlwood. This was followed by chapters over the periods of 

tenure by the successive incumbent’s, Rev. Doug Dickenson, Rev. 

Philip Newman, Rev. Ken Ansell, Rev. Maureen Beattie, Rev. Rob 

Castelow and the induction of our present Vicar, Rev. Michael 

Goodluck  

As indicated, Valerie’s summary took us up to the celebration of our 40th Anniversary at St Mark’s 

in 2015.  Her opening words in the last chapter were -   “What does the future hold for the 

future of St Mark’s ?” 

In going through AGM and Church Council minutes, issues of Marksman, and recollections from 

others at St Mark’s, I have endeavoured to reflect on the past five years of our journey together. Of 

course, this is an on-going exercise as we continue to answer Valerie’s question.  

Looking back on the past five years, it has been an uplifting time in the life of the Parish. I look 

forward to sharing this booklet with you all, and to once again hearing the bell ring before our 

worship. 

Keith Anderson 

If you have any contributions of photos or would like to take part in the editing, please contact Keith. 
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