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Visit of Bishop Genieve  

and The Hon Kevin Andrews 

The church was packed on Sunday 17 February 

for the visit of Bishop Genieve Blackwell and 

The Hon Kevin Andrews, the local member for 

Menzies.  Both our 8 am and 10 am services 

combined with all three Sunday Congregations 

combined for this joint service at 9 am which 

included the confirmation of Alison Knox (from 

St Columb’s Hawthorn).  After the service everyone ventured outside into the lovely sunshine for 

Kevin Andrew’s to officially open our Community Garden that was constructed with a Menzies 

Community Grant.  Alison Heathcote, the leader of our Café Church was there with Sophia 

Borovnicar and her parents who had helped in planting the variety of vegetables in the garden.  

The undercover area with tables and are all part of this community area which is used by parents 

from the local school next door, our Playgroup, Café Church and our own parishioners. 

On venturing back inside we were all able to partake of a scrumptious morning tea consisting of 

fresh scones with jam and cream.  There was also an opportunity to donate to the Anglican Prison 

Ministry, where the Bishop’s husband John is a Chaplain.  We raised $204.50 towards this 

ministry, a wonderful effort.         Maurelle Thompson 

This issue of the Marksman has some wonderful articles 

written by various members of the congregation. And this 

month, we’ve also been graced with some of the poetical 

talents of a few of our church friends.  

You can read about Leprosy, the history of Valentine’s 

Day, Mission Aviation Fellowship to name a few, and read 

about any of the church events that you might have 

missed. 

We hope you enjoy the Autumn Marksman! 

The Editorial Team 
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Celebrate Messiah– Guest Preacher 
It was most interesting to have Barry visit and speak with us at the morning service on 20 January! 

He was born as a Jew in South Africa and is one of 17 children!! Unlike the rest of his family, early in his 

adult life, he realised that Jews no longer needed to hope for the promised messiah to come, but he came 

to believe that Jesus IS the promised Messiah ... of the Jews and the Gentiles!  

Barry is passionate about this wonderful eye- and heart-opener, and is keen to share with Jews and non-

Jews the significance of this in his life. He shares this good news with Jews and others, and encouraged 

us to do the same whenever we have the opportunity. Barry’s presentation explored how understanding 

the Feasts of The Lord in the Old Testament can enrich our understanding of the work of Messiah in the 

New Testament (in Jesus’ coming and in prophecy about His return). After all, Jesus celebrated these 

Feasts along with his family and community. 

Starting with Leviticus 23:1-2, our attention is 

drawn to God’s reference to ‘appointed seasons’ or 

‘sacred assemblies’ (mo-ed). The Feasts fall into 

two groups: 

Group 1 – those that have been given new meaning 

in the coming of Jesus – Passover, Unleavened 

bread, First fruits and Pentecost 

Group 2 – those that are yet to be redeemed/

fulfilled by the Messiah – The Feast of Trumpets/

Rosh Hashanah (calling to repentance), The Day of Atonement/Yom Kippur (providing redemption), The 

Feast of Tabernacles/Sukkot (rejoicing that the Lord is with us). 

The Shofar (Hebrew for ram’s horn) is connected with God's provision to Abraham of a ram sacrifice, 

and is blown to usher in the Feasts of the Lord, in particular the autumn/fall feasts. Barry explained that 

there are three significances: it is associated with battle, with the crowing of a king, and as a wake-up 

call, a call to repentance. You can spend up to seven years learning how to play the shofar properly! 

Following on from the group 1 Feasts, which we celebrate in the Church today, the second group of 

Feasts includes: Rosh Hashanah is the “Head of the Year” (new year); Yom Kippur – fasting and 

repenting for 24 hrs with special sacrifices to be brought for the Lord; and, Sukkot (or The Feast of 

tabernacles, or booths) reminding Jews of God’s faithfulness and provision for 40 years. We can see in 

Hebrews 1:3 and 1 Corinthians 3:16 how JESUS fulfilled every Sukkot. He now dwells with us ALL the 

time, by His Spirit… and one day forever. 

Barry explained that Judaism teaches three ways to seek to be right with God, and ‘hope’ to be counted as 

worthy to be inscribed in the Book of Life. They are: repentance, prayer and good deeds. However, the 

Gospel of the New Testament shows us that Jesus is our ‘Temple’ (where sacrifices are made), Jesus is 

our ‘Great High Priest’ (to Whom we offer our prayers and sacrifices), and Jesus made the final sacrifice 

for sins (we can do no more than He has done). With Jesus we can KNOW our sins are forgiven: John 

1:29, Revelation 3:5. 

Barry belongs to a congregation in Caulfield made up of Jews who believe that Jesus is the Messiah (the 

Christ) and people from many nations who love to remember and celebrate the foundations of our faith in 

a ‘Jewish’ way. The congregation is known as Beit HaMashiach  https://beithamashiach.com You will 

find it most interesting to visit the website and/or worship with them on a Saturday morning. 

 Shalom! 

Ruth Butcher 
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The visit of Barry Buriski from Celebrate Messiah on Jan 20 this year created heightened interest 

in the Old Testament amongst many in the congregation. This led me to want to follow up with 

Sunday Sermon series and mid-week Bible Studies that looked further into the Old Testament in 

2019. When I took a three day planning retreat two weeks later I was sought to create a Sunday 

focus for the whole year and detail for Lent. 

Here then is St Mark’s Sunday schedule. 

 Feb 24 to April 7- Covenant: God’s dealings 

with His people: Noah, Abraham, Moses, 

David, The New Covenant promised, The New 

Covenant sealed 

 April 14 Palm Sunday - April 21 Easter 

Sunday - April 28 St Mark’s Day  

 May follows the Sundays after Easter lectionary 

 June 2- Ascension, June 9- Pentecost, June 16- Trinity 

 June 23 to July 14  The Fab Four: a look at Psalms 1 – 4. 

 July 21 to Sept 22  The Ten Commandments 

 Sept 29 to Oct 20   Outstanding OT women.                     

 Oct 13 at 10am is scheduled for our Pet Service) 

 Oct 27  Annual Meeting 

 Nov 24 Christ the King 

 Dec 1 to 22: Advent, the Jesse Tree, antecedents of Christ. 

I hope you will join me and your friends at St Mark’s on this journey through the Bible.  

Wednesday Bible Studies at the Church will match up with the Sunday topics.  These start with 

four Lenten Studies on Covenant from March 13. I will be leading these at 10am and again at 

7:30pm.                    See you in church, 

Shalom, Michael 

About MAF 

Missionary Aviation Fellowship is a Christian organisation that provides 

aviation, communications and learning technology services to more than 

1,000 Christians and humanitarian agencies, as well as thousands of isolated 

missionaries and indigenous villages in the world’s most remote areas. 

Our Vicar, Michael has re-joined the MAF Board after a period of retirement 

as set out in their constitution. 

Our MAF Missionaries, Andy & Mif Little 

The Little’s are a busy family and since returning to North Queensland at the end of 2018 from a 

month’s holiday in Melbourne they seem to have ‘hit the road running.’ This year commenced 

with their children Theo starting grade 3 and Annabelle starting Kindergarten.  Edyn stays at home 

but enjoys going to a friend’s home once a week to play.  

Celebrate Messiah visit inspires our 2019 Sundays. 

 MAF Update 
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How jolly, to be a child, playing about with other children, wading in water that obstructed traffic, splashing 

about collecting fish trapped in mud holes. 

Once, a group of us children waded along a road that we normally used on our daily trek to school. The old 

carpenter’s house had just been missed by the flood waters. He was busy in his work shed turning out knobs for 

be heads. We stopped to have a chat. He had a lump, the size of. Ping pong ball on his cheek. The floods had 

prevented him from visiting the dentist. He had used a local remedy of inserting a swab of cotton immersed in 

cinnamon oil in his tooth. He directed us to the olive tree behind the shed to collect the olives that had fallen 

there. 

We continued our ramble admiring the mini waterfalls cascading down to the fields. The drains were full of 

wriggling insects. One boy got an empty coconut shell and caught a water lee h. He was eager to give it to the 

carpenter to try out an experiment. All of us followed him. The carpenter was happy. He got a small empty jar and 

washed it and filled it with water. He emptied the lee h into the jar. It began wriggling merrily in the water. The 

carpenter fitted the mouth of the jar to the swelling on his cheek and asked the boy to hold it in place. By and by 

the leech attached itself to his cheek. Does it hurt? We asked. “On the contrary it feels fine,” he replied. Gradually 

the lee h’s body which was longer than an inch became enlarged and gorged. Another boy changed places to hold 

the jar. The swelling on the cheek gradually abated. It was time to call a halt to the process. A piece of soap was 

applied to the leech and it glided away. Actually it rolled away. It was so like a ball. It settled at the bottom of the 

jar, 

We took the jar with the water and the leech to a bare patch in the garden. When the jar was emptied, the leech 

fell to the ground and disgorged all the blood that it had swallowed. We covered the entire patch, water, bloody 

and leech with a patch of turf. 

A leech is black, has no appendages and is like a tooth pick.      Rachel da Silva. 

Through all of this Mif and Andy are meeting more people in the area, 

both from school and their local church. Andy is being kept busy with an 

increase in numbers at the flight school where he’ll actually be doing 

some flight instruction, which he enjoys.  There has been an increase in 

the number of students for this year from 2-3 to 8 full time students this 

year.  This includes 5 who are pursuing a career in mission aviation and 3 local people training for 

industry.  PNG nationals begin a new training programme in May.  They are thankful that PNG has 

approved the MAF school to deliver PNG licences. 

This year also means that Andy will be touring around PNG a number of times to pass on knowledge 

of Western Province to various pilots taking part in a new Health Care delivery programme.  Mif will 

be home by herself at this time so please keep her in your prayers. 

Mif is now finding that when Edyn is at a friend’s home she is able to help out at the MAF training 

school in Mareeba for one day a week.  She is also looking after 2 children each morning before 

school, as their single mum has to leave early for work. Both Andy and Mif give thanks for fortnightly 

meetings with students and staff for fellowship, worship and 

talking, following the model ‘Deep and Wide.’ 

There will be 3 ministry trips this year.  The first one is to Coen to 

encourage the church there; the other trips are to Cooktown and 

Georgetown.  All in all, a busy year. 

Please pray for Andy, Mif, Theo, Annabelle and Edyn.  

Our MAF Missionaries, Andy & Mif Little 

The Carpenter’s Saviour  
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MILLIONS STILL LIVE IN UTTER DESPAIR WITH THIS BEAST'. 

One night last month at the Deep Creek Anglican 

Church for one hour we listened to Dr Fairkina 

Darling (the Head of Health for fourteen Indian 

Leprosy Christian Missions) and supported by film of 

the unbelievable Christian work that he and others 

give to relieve the absolute agony and extremely 

mental and physical suffering of society's purposely 

forgotten people - 'Lepers'. 

One mission hospital stands on a spur of the most 

beautiful lush bush forest and looks down into the 

deep valley some thousand meters below. Though 

this place leads to HOPE, compared to suffers gloom 

and daily torture, in the first place they must work up 

the emotional strength to seek the help from this 

haven and home like the Good Samaritan. 

This is one of many  homes that people with Leprosy 

(now called Hansen's dis-ease) come to, often 

traveling by foot, at times, over thousands of 

kilometers, so muddy and tough that on occasions they slosh through the quagmire more than 

ankle deep and feel the mud suck their infected feet and hands at every step. This is the track they 

fight in the hope with their God's help waiting for a cure or in a hope that Jesus may pass their way 

and they are able to touch his healing cloak. 

We know this Leprosy, a chronic illness that has been with us since biblical times and though it is 

now a curable disease, millions are still inflicted, with complete isolation from their family, friends 

and their society because of ignorance and a lack of understanding of this age-old disease. 

Incubation is around 5 years before its hideous nature presents itself. Curable treatment is between 

6 - 12 months. In addition to the suffers woes they generally undergo discrimination, stigma, 

loneliness and prejudice. 212,000 are affected each year within 136 countries world-wide. In 

ignorance, India has 77 laws that rule against people with Leprosy. 55% of married woman are 

divorced and abandoned by husbands and families. 

One heartbreaking story, but with hope, was of a young woman.  She and her husband, who is a 

rickshaw driver, both have Leprosy. Her outlook is 'that there is no future for a person like me'. 

She stumbles, she has lost all her fingers, her feet have been amputated. She was heard to say, 

"There is more to me than Leprosy. Our aim is to make enough money with the rickshaw that we 

can send our daughter to school and for her to not suffer the isolation and disgrace that they and 

others have had to endure". 

Somewhere in the world, every two minutes, someone is diagnosed with Hansen's / Leprosy. One 

in every ten effected is a child. It is caused by bacteria that is now curable. 

Barry Dorr 

The Scourge of  Leprosy 
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Joan was born on February 10th, 1929.to Betty (Joan) and 

Harry temple-Watts. Her early life was marked by a number 

of moves from one country to another. Her father, Harry 

Temple-Watts, worked for an oil company, mainly in Persia, 

but also in Papua where Joan was born.  She had her first 

birthday on the boat between Australia and South Africa 

when he returned to England on leave. Here, two years later, 

her brother, John, was born. Their father having already 

returned to Persia, the family followed. They lived in 

‘Fields’, an oil company township. At age five and a half, 

Joan (with a nanny) was sent back to England, to school. She 

lived in a home for “children whose parents were abroad” run 

by the widow of an Indian Army officer, and attended 

Brickwall School as a day pupil. It was a progressive school, 

run by a niece of Bertrand Russell, in an Elizabethan manor 

house with a hundred-acre deer park. Joan found it totally 

confusing. Following this, her godmother, Gwen, took charge 

of the three children (Stephen having been born in 1936) and 

Joan went to a boarding school near her in Southsea. Betty travelled backwards and forwards 

between England and Persia, keeping the children enthralled by her newsy letters decorated with 

drawings of animals, maps and other interesting things. 

In 1938 Harry was sent back to Papua. Betty accompanied the children to Hamilton Victoria where 

for the next four years John and Joan were left in boarding schools in Hamilton, Victoria. She took 

Stephen with her to Papua. With a Japanese invasion threatening, he purchased a dairy farm in 

Colac. This he share-farmed: Joan’s mother looked after the orchard and a large vegetable garden, 

the Rippons worked the farm (and cooked the meals!). Harry finally escaped from Papua just 

ahead of the Japanese, and got work in Melbourne.  He bought the family a black Cocker Spaniel, 

Siah, a nice family dog but a ratbag! Joan taught him tricks. On holidays, in Nelson, the dog slept 

under her bed. This began her lifelong love of dogs. Joan spent two years at Colac High School, 

then she was sent to the Hermitage, a boarding school in Geelong. 

When she left school, Joan entered Melbourne University to study for a Bachelor of Arts and 

Dip.Ed. Here she met Doug, her husband to be, who was studying similar subjects despite the fact 

that he had left school at 12. Before the war he had been a master plasterer, but chronic sinus 

trouble, incurred in wartime flying, prevented his resuming his trade.  He was 16 years older than 

Joan. They married in 1953.  Joan started teaching English, History and Maths at Preston Girls 

School then at Essendon High where she was also put in charge of the library. This, plus a holiday 

job at the local library, enabled her to complete the Preliminary Certificate in Librarianship. 

She and Doug lived in Thornbury, travelling in her “bomb”, a 1929 Austin 7. This had many 

failing parts and she took the engine apart, got the cylinder block rebored, put in new pistons and 

rings and adapted a newer wiring loom to fit her old car. She has a vast knowledge of old cars 

now! 

Then the children came along, Catherine in 1955, Robert in 1957 and Douglas in 1960. The family 

joined St Paul’s Fairfield where the children were baptised and went to Sunday School. Family 

holidays included staying in the house Doug’s uncle was building in Barwon Heads, travelling to 

Warrnambool with a campervan, and driving an old Citroen ID to visit Joan’s parents in Canberra. 

 

 The Life of Joan Ray 
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Joan taught briefly at both Westgarth Central (1960) and Heidelberg High (’69-70).  Then 

1970-85 she taught at MLC, taking Year 7 and 8 for English, French, and History. Also Year 

9 and 10 Dog Training – the latter she initiated in the enrichment subject choices. The girls 

loved the class and went home at lunchtime to collect their dogs or had them delivered to 

school by relatives.  

When her husband had health problems Joan went back to work. He took up the hobby of 

restoring violins he picked up at auctions and selling them to shops. When his mother 

became ill with cancer Doug and Joan nursed her for 7 months. Following this they ran a 

business for a while, then both returned to teaching.  Doug’s health was still giving trouble, 

so he retired at sixty, but continued to actively manage his share portfolio. At age 76, when 

Doug was gravely ill with liver cancer, he suffered an acute asthma attack and died of heart 

failure.  

At school, Joan had always loved poetry-

writing. After Doug died she started 

writing to fill time when awake at night. 

She listened to Poet’s Corner and 

submitted some poems. These were read. 

She joined the Melbourne Poets Union and 

the Wordsmiths (a Christian poetry group).  

And some of her poems were published... 

Joan’s interest in dogs led to her getting 

involved with the Guide Dog Association. 

In 1987 the Warringal Obedience Dog Club, where she was an instructor and Demonstration 

Team member, volunteered to make Pet Therapy visits on behalf of Guide Dogs Victoria.  

Two years later Joan took over the job of coordinator. She held this position until 2007, 

growing the program from 3 nursing homes to 54 facilities, including major hospitals. 

Michael Tucker, a well-known Templestowe dog trainer and ex Guide Dog Instructor, tested 

the dogs for suitable temperaments. Pet Therapy is a valuable tool in raising patient morale 

and even promoting healing. Most volunteers enjoyed the work as their dogs could be 

involved with them, though some found nursing home conditions confronting. 

Following some years of working in this program, Joan had a book of her poetry “By the 

Grace of Dog”, published, which was based on these visits. A few are printed in this edition 

of Marksman. 

Joan also had a keen interest in painting and using pastel to depict her lovely dogs, and 

birds, having artistic genes passed onto her from her talented mother. 

On Saturday 10 February this year Joan happily celebrated her 90th birthday with her 

family and four surviving friends from school and University days. 

 

This summary was a result of Judy Cotterill’s recent interview with Joan Ray 

 Joan Ray cont. 
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FaithLIFT Morning Tea 

 

FaithLIFT started back for 2019 with an informal morning tea 

out at Jenny and Wayne Heathcote’s new property in Kangaroo 

Ground on 2rd February. It was a lovely day with the sun shining 

and incredible views looking out towards the Yarra Ranges. 

Everyone brought a plate to share which meant that the food was 

plentiful and delicious.  

We finished the morning with a quick game which involved a 

random letter of the alphabet being drawn out of a hat and the 

ladies trying to find something in their purse which started with 

that letter. It was quite a funny game with some rather random 

items being brought out to match some more obscure letters. 

Thank you to Jenny Heathcote for hosting us. 

 

Sarah Heathcote 

 

 

FaithLIFT LADIES LUNCH  

 

On 2 March, 19 ladies from the parish enjoyed a delicious lunch at 

Melissa’s Restaurant Templestowe, finding the range of dishes, the 

quality of the meals and service very good. We particularly 

benefited from the air-conditioning on such a hot day.  

It was good to catch up with others in a relaxed setting over a few 

hours.  

 

Judy Cotterill 

FaithLIFT 

Meat Tasting Fundraiser 
On 23rd February we held our annual Meat Tasting fundraiser. Every 

year we look outside our regular congregation to find 60 people under 

the age of 70 years old. This year we had friends of the church, family 

members, parents from the school next door, dog walkers from the local 

park and many of our own parishioners turn out to try the roast lamb. It 

was done differently this year in one large sitting, rather than in 3 

groups.  

The meat must have been fairly good this year as everyone 

came out of the hall smiling. We also had 2 lucky door prize 

hampers and some free bread, leftover from our Friday night 

bread drop, which made the smiles even bigger! All in all, a 

very successful event. Thank you to everyone who came or 

invited people to come. 

Sarah Heathcote 
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 Parish Council Planning 
The meeting was held after the 9 o’clock Summer Sunday service. All the Parish Council was 

present, so we began with the usual list of agenda-items from the previous month. Keith Anderson 

resumed his role as Warden, Jim West was welcomed as Treasurer and we were glad to welcome 

Peter Quinton to our ranks as a Parish Councillor (from 8 am with an interest in art and in 

gardening). 

This year our focus was on whom we could serve. Manningham Council, last year, provided a free 

Leadership Seminar, run by Heather Barten AM. Maren, as a Warden, had attended and she 

presented a matrix that facilitated our thoughts about different sectors of the St Mark’s Community, 

and those whom we affect or would like to reach with our actions in the wider area. We hope that 

these reflections will enrich our understanding of how to conduct events for ourselves and within 

the Manningham community. 

Then we had a delicious lunch which we had provided for 

ourselves. There was a price, however, because after the 

clean-up we had to go through every cupboard and nook 

and cranny to find the electrical equipment that was to be 

tested the following day. So, our first action was to look 

after ourselves and our tenants in the OHS area! 

Maren Rawlings 

This year at the annual Menzies Australia Day citizenship Awards our church nominated Jenny 
Lording and Cresly Robson to receive the awards in recognition of the work they have done for St 
Mark’s Church over the years. Their nominations are as follows. 
 
Jennifer Lording  
Jenny Lording is a wonderful volunteer at St Mark’s Anglican Church, 
Templestowe. She has served on the church council in years past. An excellent 
musician, Jenny uses her skills at the organ and piano at both the parish church; 
and for over twenty years at a local Aged Care facility where she plays for the 
monthly church service provided by St Mark’s and also at other enrichment 
programs. Jenny has been part of St Mark’s Kids Hope Australia program. As 
an artist she made several banners and altar linen. Jenny now uses her skills to 
teach migrant and refugee women sewing at Anglicare’s Dream Stitches 
workshop. Her late husband David was also recipient of a Menzies Community Award in 2006.  

 
Chresly Robson  
Chresly Robson is a tower of strength to her church, St Mark’s Anglican, 
Templestowe. She has served on the church council, where her wisdom and 
practical sense has been deeply appreciated for decades. She’s a member of the 
church’s Pastoral Care ministry; the Aged Care team at a local centre for over 
twenty years as well as leading one of their enrichment programs; and a 
volunteer with a social welfare program St Mark’s runs with Doncare. She has 
been a mentor with St Mark’s Kids Hope Australia team. While she lives close 
to St Mark’s, Chresly is often volunteering to be the driver to help others get to 
church. Chresly is always one of the first to sign-up to help out at Church events, 
markets, and fairs. 

 Australia Day Awards 
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Valentine’s Day is celebrated in many countries around the world on February 14th, but how 

exactly did this holiday come about?  

Saint Valentine was a priest who conducted marriage ceremonies (and other services) in third-

century Rome. The emperor at the time was Claudius II, who had the bright idea that men would 

make better soldiers if they were all single so he banned marriage for young men, prompting 

Valentine to strongly disagree with him. 

The good-natured priest, however, carried on with the marriage ceremonies, meaning that many 

young people across the country could still get married. Of course, Claudius II was appalled by this 

when he found out what was going on, and had poor Valentine killed off. 

It is not known for certain why we celebrate Valentine’s Day in February, although there are some 

interesting suggestions. The most popular is that this was the month in which Saint Valentine was 

martyred, although some theorists believe that it was first celebrated in February to overshadow a 

pagan festival. The Lupercalia celebrations involved priests, a sacred cave and sacrifices in the 

forms of goats and dogs. This was supposed to make the women of the city more fertile the year 

after, but since the Christians did not agree with this practice, it is very possible that they decided 

to celebrate Valentine’s Day in this month too. 

Two centuries after Valentine’s death, Pope Gelasius became the head of the Catholic Church, and 

decreed that February 14th should be Valentine’s Day. By now, the uprising of Christianity had 

well and truly gotten rid of the Lupercalia festivals, so everybody could concentrate on the day of 

love during this month. 

The people of the Middle Ages believed that February 

14th saw the start of the mating season for birds, and 

when this theory was added to the legends of Saint 

Valentine, it started to make sense that this day should 

be one on which to celebrate lovers. 

Valentine’s Day messages become increasingly popular 

after the year 1400. Legend has it that Saint Valentine 

was imprisoned and sent a message to his lover signed 

‘From your Valentine’. This may be highly 

romanticised, but if it’s true, definitely explains one of 

the most popular phrases seen on Valentine’s Day cards 

today. 

Fast-forward a few hundred years, and Valentine’s Day 

cards started being mass-produced in their thousands. In 

1840’s America, cards were being manufactured with 

lace, ribbons and other pretty decorations. There are 

now around one billion Valentine’s Day cards purchased 

each year, and (you won’t be surprised to know) 85% of 

them are bought by women. 

Facts taken in part from the website www.the factsite.com/2016     Judy Cotterill 

 A Brief  History of  Valentine’s Day 
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Evening walk with my mother 

After tea we take the river track 

Sea wind soughs across the scrub; 

Below, the air is warm and still. 

Lengthening shadows band the path. 

Between young gums, water dazzles, 

River banks glow red. 

Here, you say, I saw the kingfisher 

A streak of blue-it settled on that root 

Right by the water’s edge. 

Dust silks my sandled feet. 

A mudlark calls. On we stroll 

Around another bend 

 and freeze: 

within a reed encircled stage 

where a stream breached the river bank, 

four white faced heron bob and turn 

skip and bow in stately dance. 

Joan Ray, November 2008 

 

 

 

Thinking outside the puddle 

 

Her dog had grown too old 

So now she phoned- 

could she visit still 

but with a pup 

not house trained yet, 

but if she held him? 

Doubtful, I rang the Home, 

spoke to the Nurse in Charge. 

“They’d just adore the pup,” she said, 

chuckled and added: “We always keep  

a mop and bucket handy-besides 

if he should wee, who’s to know- 

the puppy or a resident?” 

Joan Ray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Death 

Tell me the truth about death 

Is it the end, or just a beginning? 

Is it something that leads to new life 

in those left behind? 

Or for those who depart? 

What changes will it bring to the mourners? 

Life and death 

are just part of life’s rich pattern. 

Death can be the beginning of a new life 

if one can let go and enjoy the memories, 

growing more mature in the realisation 

that life depends upon death. 

Out of a rotten tree trunk, seedlings grow 

Children grow wiser with the memories 

of the old ones who nurtured them. 

It is indeed, part of life’s rich pattern. 

(written after the death of my father)  

Judith Cotterill 

 

 

 

Love 

 

Tell me the truth about love. 

Can it be pure and selfless 

Or is there always the desire for something in 

return!? 

Can a mother love a child 

who turns around to reject her 

or what she believes in? 

A sacrifice of the self for another 

if only for a moment. 

A mother needs to let go 

that life she gave birth to 

and let it be free 

to make its own choices. 

Judith Cotterill 

A Selection of  Poems  
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Marksman is produced by Sarah Heathcote, Judy Cotterill and Maurelle Thompson each month.   

St Marks’ Memorable Moments 

Engagement 

1/01/2019- Chris and Christine Kurz are thrilled to announce the 

engagement of their daughter,  

Ellen Hannah Rose to Leigh Andrew Spackman, son of Jill and the late 

Mark Spackman of Narre Warren. The wedding will be held on 7th 

March 2020 at “ Willow Bank”, the farming property of Christine’s 

family in Albury. Ellen and Leigh are living in the apartment they 

purchased in East Malvern last year and are currently renovating.  

Chris and Christine are pleased to share their happiness with their St. Mark’s family where Ellen was 

baptised, attended Sunday School and was confirmed.  

 

Christenings:  

 Oscar Anderson on 22 December 2018  

 Tobias Christian Colin on 3 February 2019  

 

Anniversaries  

 February 17 is our Vicar Michael's 40th anniversary of ordination as Deacon.  

 Congratulations to Andy and Lorraine Williams who celebrated their 50th 

Wedding Anniversary in March. 

 

Birthdays  

 Congratulation to Ross Hull & Joan Ray who each celebrated their 90th birthdays in February. 

 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 MONTH DAY EVENT 

April Thursday 11th Mens Group Dinner (Also 9/5, 13/6, 11/7, 8/8, 13/9, 10/10, 14/11, 12/12) 

 Sunday 14th Palm Sunday 

 Thur 18th, Fri 19th Maunday Thursday & Good Friday 

 Sunday 21st Easter Sunday 

 Thursday 25th St Mark's Day  

 Saturday  28th Creative Crafters (Also 25/5, 29/6, 27/7, 31/8,  28/9, 26/10, 30/11) 

May Saturday 11th St Mark's Community Market  

 Sunday 19th  Taize Service 5pm (Also 16/6, 21/7, 18/8, 15/9, 20/10, 17/11) 

June  Sunday 9th Pentecost Sunday  

 Saturday 22nd Crafters Garage Sale 

July Saturday 27th Wine & Cheese Tasting Night 

August Saturday 17th Dinner & Auction  

October Saturday 12th St Mark’s Community Market 

November  Sunday 17th Manningham Festival 

December Sunday 15th Christmas Play 


